
Scientifically Investigated 
Miracles of the Holy Eucharist
Part Two  



The Host of Buenos Aires – 1996   

1 . CONTEXT: A host was discarded in Buenos Aires Church (Santa Maria Y 

Callito Almagro).   Pastor/sacristan put it in water – validated chain of 

custody, second inspection of host shows tissue growing out of it .  The host 

is photographed under direction of Archbishop Bergoglio.  The host is left 

in the tabernacle for three years – with no decomposition. Dr .  Ricardo 

Castañón Gomez is  asked to oversee the scientif ic  test ing.   He in turn 

conveys an unidentif ied sample of  the host  to Frederick Zugibe (expert  

pathologist  in NYC) .  Who identif ied the special  characterist ics  of  the 

t issue.  Dr .  Castanon Gomez a former atheist  converts  to Catholicism and 

becomes an active proponent of  Eucharist ic  theology.  



THE BUENOS AIRES 
HOST W O U L D  T H E  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  H A V E  S A N C T I O N E D  T H E  T O R T U R E  O F  A  H U M A N  

B E I N G  A N D  H I S  S U B S E Q U E N T  M U R D E R  I N  O R D E R  T O  R E M O V E  A  P I E C E  O F  

L I V I N G  H E A R T  T I S S U E  W H I L E  T H E  V I C T I M  W A S  S T I L L  A L I V E ?  



THE BUENOS AIRES HOST



Dr. Ricardo Castanon Gomez Dr. Frederick Zugibe  



THE BUENOS AIRES HOST
The analyzed material is a fragment of the heart muscle found in 

the wall of the left ventricle close to the valves. This muscle is 
responsible for the contraction of the heart. It should be borne in mind 
that the left cardiac ventricle pumps blood to all parts of the body. The 
heart muscle is in an inflammatory condition and contains a large 
number of white blood cells. This indicates that the heart was alive at 
the time the sample was taken. It is my contention that the heart was 
alive, since white blood cells die outside a living organism. They require 
a living organism to sustain them. Thus, their presence indicates that 
the heart was alive when the sample was taken. What is more, these 
white blood cells had penetrated the tissue, which further indicates 
that the heart had been under severe stress, as if the owner had been 
beaten severely about the chest.

see Aleteia website 2016 “Eucharistic Miracle Beheld by Pope Francis? A Polish magazine tells of Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, and an event in Buenos Aires” in  http://aleteia.org/2016/04/22/eucharistic-miracle-beheld-by-pope-francis/. 



1 . A f t e r  o n e  m o n t h  i n  t a p  w a t e r  a n d  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  s t e r i l i z e d  w a t e r ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  n o  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

m o r p h o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  t h e  t i s s u e .  H o w e v e r ,  s u c h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  n o t a b l e  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  i n e x p l i c a b l e .  

2 . T h e  t i s s u e  i s  g r o w i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  h o s t  ( s e e  p h o t o g r a p h  # 2 ) .  T h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  m o r e  c l e a r l y  s e e n  i n  

S o k o l k a ,  P o l a n d  u n d e r  e l e c t r o n  m i c r o s c o p e  a n a l y s i s .  T h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  h o s t  

w i t h  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  h e a r t  t i s s u e  i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  i n e x p l i c a b l e .  

3 . T h e  t i s s u e  i s  f r o m  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e f t  v e n t r i c l e  o f  t h e  h e a r t  n e a r  t h e  v a l v e  a r e a .  ( Z u g i b e )  T h e  

b l o o d  t y p e  i s  A B  t h e  s a m e  a s  o t h e r  h o s t s  a n d  t h e  s h r o u d .  

4 . T h e  t i s s u e  i s  a l i v e ,  s u p p o r t i n g  a c t i v e  m a c r o p h a g e s  a n d  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s  ( w h i c h  m u s t  b e  a t t a c h e d  t o  

a  c i r c u l a t o r y  s y s t e m  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e m a i n  a l i v e  a n d  a c t i v e )  - - ( Z u g i b e  a n d  C a s t a n o n  G o m e z ) .  L i v i n g  

w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s  i n  l i v i n g  t i s s u e  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  a  c i r c u l a t o r y  s y s t e m  i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  i n e x p l i c a b l e .  

THE MIRACULOUS NATURE OF THE 
HOST



5 .  The  heart  t i ssue  i s  in  the  process  o f  dy in g  as  indicated by  a  loss  o f  s t r iat ions  and 

nuclear  pyknos is  ( the  s tage  before  nuclear  f ragmentat ion  and death)  – Z ugibe .  

6 .  The  t i ssue  has  suf fered e i ther  a  severe  b low or  myocardia l  in farct ion  as  

ev idenced by  the  act iv i ty  o f  white  b lood ce l l s  and the  fact  that  they  have  

penetrated the  t i ssue .  (Zugibe)  

7 .  The  DNA problem:  how can there  be  remnants  o f  DNA molecules ,  but  these  are  

not  ampl i f iabl e  into  DNA prof i les .  Th is  i s  s imi lar  to other  Euchar is t ic  hosts  Why?  

THE MIRACULOUS NATURE OF THE 
HOST CONTINUED



THE HOST OF TIXTLA, 
MEXICO (2006)
 C O N T E X T :  I N  2 0 0 6 ,  I n  T i x t l a ,  M e x i c o ,  a  r e l i g i o u s  s i s t e r  w h o  h a d  s e l e c t e d  a  h o s t  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  

s i c k  n o t i c e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  e f f u s i n g  b l o o d  i n  t h e  p i x .  S h e  s h o w e d  i t  t o  t w o  p r i e s t s  w h o  h a d  i t  p l a c e d  i n  a  

t a b e r n a c l e  w i t h  a  v e r i f i e d  c h a i n  o f  c u s t o d y .  T h e  h o s t  w a s  s o  o b v i o u s l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h a t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n t a c t e d  D r .  C a s t a ñ ó n  G o m e z  r i g h t  a w a y .  H e  d i d  n o t  w a i t  t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  b e g i n  t e s t i n g  

( l i k e  t h e  B u e n o s  A i r e s  h o s t )  a n d  f o r m e d  a  t e a m  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e r t s .   

 T H E  T E A M :  T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m i s s i o n  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  a n d  l a b o r a t o r i e s :  a n  

a n a t o m i c a l  p a t h o l o g i s t ,  t w o  e x p e r t s  i n  s u r g i c a l  h i s t o p a t h o l o g y ,  e x p e r t s  i n  D N A  b i o t e c h n o l o g y ,  

f o r e n s i c  g e n e t i c s ,  b i o c h e m i s t r y  a n d  p h a r m a c y ,  a n  e x p e r t  i n  l e g a l  a n d  f o r e n s i c  m e d i c i n e ,  a n d  t w o  

c o m p u t e r  i m a g i n g  e x p e r t s .

 E X C E L L E N C E  A N D  T H O R O U G H N E S S  O F  T E S T I N G :  

 U n q u e s t i o n e d  a n d  b r i e f  c h a i n  o f  c u s t o d y .

 1 3  d i f f e r e n t  a n a l y t i c a l  a n d  p a t h o l o g i c a l  t e s t s  w i t h  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  

 T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  l i v i n g  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s  a n d  a c t i v e  m a c r o p h a g e s  w a s  a t t e s t e d  t o  b y  m u l t i p l e  

w i t n e s s e s .  

 T h e  b i s h o p  a p p r o v e d  i t  b e c a u s e  s c i e n t i f i c  t e s t s  w e r e  s o  c o n c l u s i v e .  



THE HOST OF TIXTLA, 

MEXICO (2006)
 N O T A B L E  F E A T U R E S :

 H U M A N  L I V I N G  B L O O D :  B l o o d  i s  h u m a n  – s p e c i f i c a l l y  h u m a n  h e m o g l o b i n ,  w h o l e  b l o o d ,  

i m m u n o g l o b u l i n s ,  a c t i v e  r e d  b l o o d  c e l l s  a n d  a c t i v e  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s ,  a n d  m a c r o p h a g e s  e n g u l f i n g  

l i p i d s ,  b l o o d  t y p e  A B  ( s a m e  a s  o t h e r  h o s t s ) .  T h u s ,  t h e  b l o o d  i s  f r e s h  a n d  l i v i n g .

 F L O W  O F  B L O O D :  T h e r e  i s  l i v i n g  t i s s u e  s e a m l e s s l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  h o s t  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  

i s  a  h o l e  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  f r e s h  b l o o d  i s  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  a n d  p u s h e d  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  h o s t  t o  

t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  h o s t .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  f r e s h  b l o o d  i s  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  a n d  t h e  f l o w  i s  f r o m  

t h e  i n t e r i o r  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r .  

 L I V I N G  H E A R T  T I S S U E :  T h o u g h  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i r e c t l y  i d e n t i f y  s t r i a t e d  c a r d i a c  m u s c l e  f i b e r s ,  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  e l o n g a t e d  c e l l s  ( t y p i c a l  o f  s t r i a t e d  c a r d i a c  m u s c l e  f i b e r s )  a n d  o t h e r  d i s c o v e r i e s  f r o m  t h e  

m i c r o s c o p i c - m o l e c u l a r  a n a l y s i s ,  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  i s  h e a r t  t i s s u e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  h e a r t  

t i s s u e  i s  l i v i n g  – a s  i m p l i e d  b y  a c t i v e  r e d  b l o o d  c e l l s  a n d  a c t i v e  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s  ( s h o w i n g  d y n a m i c  

a c t i v i t y )  i n   t h e  t i s s u e .  



There are four scientifically inexplicable dimensions of the Tixtla host:

1. There is a thin filament of tissue in the center of the Host from which blood is exuding. Histochemical 

tests indicate cardiac tissue (Sánchez Loza et al). The tissue seems to be integrated with the Host 

which is scientifically inexplicable. 

2. The cardiac tissue is alive – presence of active red blood cells, and white blood cells/ macrophages in 

the process of healing. Since tissue dies shortly after being disconnected from a body and circulatory 

system, the presence of living tissue and blood (after three months – time between the miracle and 

the tests) is scientifically inexplicable. 

3. The Host-tissue is exuding fresh blood from the inside to the outside. Blood on the exterior of host is 

produced in 2006 while blood on the inside of host is fresh as of 2010. The pressure of natural flow is 

from the inside to the outside. Which is scientifically inexplicable. 

4. The DNA conundrum – DNA material, but no amplifiable profile (see below). 

http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/english_pdf/Tixtla2.pdf

MIRACULOUS DIMENSIONS: 

TIXTLA, MEXICO (2006)



THE TIXTLA, MEXICO HOST

“Technical reliefs and scientific studies 
highlight the authenticity and reality of 
an event far from any natural cause that 
science can explain…  Science ensures 
the reliability of the results by keeping 
them away from any type of natural 
artifact of human manipulation… 
Therefore, the Bishop of Chilpancingo-
Chilapa has pronounced [that the event 
is attributable] to a supernatural 
causality.”  

O F F I C I A L  S T A T E M E N T  O F  T H E  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  – D I O C E S E  O F  C H I L P A N C I N G O - C H I L A P A



THE DNA CONUNDRUM 
1 . In  the  Buenos  Ai res  Host  ( 1996)  and the  T ixt la ,  Mexico ,  there  i s  ev idence  of  DNA 

mater ia l  f ragments .  However ,  ther e  i s  no  ampl i f iable  prof i le .  
2 . Autolys is  may  expla in  the  absence  of  prof i le  in  1996  Buenos  Ai res  Host ,  because  a  

long per iod of  t ime e lapsed between the  mirac le  and genet ic  test ing .  The  Buenos  
Ai res  Host  was  in  tap  water  for  one  month and ster i le  water  for  three  years .  
H o w e v e r ,  the  T ixt la  Host  was  tested only  thr ee  months  a f ter  – not  enough t ime for  
complete  autolys i s .  

3 . G iven that  the  samples  were  more  than large  enough for  prof i l ing  that  complete  
autolys is  i s  unl ike ly ,  and that  DNA mater ia l  i s  present ,  how can the  absence  of  DNA 
prof i le  be  expla ined .  
• Did the  supernatura l  agent  want  to  keep i t  h idden?  
• I f  there  was  no  male  genet ic  contr ibut ion ,  could  th is  e f fect  the  presence  of  a  

prof i le .  
• Might  i t  be  both?  
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